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from Thy sacred feet, when I am on earth deign at times to appear to me, and keep me ever Thy faithful servant and devotee*.
This, Sivan promises to do, - and so Sundarar quits fora time the bliss of Paradise, to expiate (very strangely) his sin,
His birth and early history
There is a district in the Southern Tamil country named Tirumunaipadi, and a town in it called Navalur. In this village lived a Caiva devotee whose name was Cadaiyanar and his wife, a most virtuous and saintly woman, was called Icai-gnaniyar. He was born as the son of this worthy pair. When but a child, he attracted by his beauty the attention of the king of the district, who begged him from his father and brought him up as his own son This did not however prevent him from observing all Brahmanical usages, and from reading the sacred Vedas, He thus grew up both an accomplished courtier and a learned sage. When the time came for his marriage his parents arranged for his union with an unexceptionable bride, and on the appointed day in great state he repaired to the bride's house, for the performance of the marriage ceremonies At that time Civan, ever mindful of his servant, and cognizant of ail deeds and of all events, came down from Kailasam to fulfil his promise, and presenting himself in the marriage-hall disguised as a poor Civa mendicant,0 addressed the brahman ministrant with the words: 'This marriage cannot proceed, for I have a complaint to make, and a claim to urge. The bridegroom "for a time separate meeld the glorious ascension from afar returned to their homes sorrowing that they were left behind.
